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Activity 1 — Lego or another construction toy.

Build a house for an animal

What to do

O Set up the construction equipment.

O Explain the task clearly. They are to
build a home for an animal of their
choice. Discuss which animal this
might be?

o Talk about what its home looks
like.

o Give an incentive for your child to
persevere and make something
really special. E.g. take a photo and
send to a grandparent or other
favourite relation.

What you need
This can be Lego, Duplo, Magnetico,

Meccano or any other construction

equipment you have.

Extension

Set a challenge —e.g. can you create a
nest for a bird? Can you create a two-
level house for a hamster? What about a

split-level cage for a monkey?

Questions to ask

How many pieces have you used —more
than 20 or fewer than 207

What shape are the most useful pieces?
Why is this home good for this animal?
Tell me about the animal.
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Activity 2 — Modelling using moulding materials

Make ‘food’ for a tea party

What to do

o Set up the activity — pick a guest to
make a tea party for (this could be a
household member, toy or fictional
character e.g. The Tiger Who Came to
Tea). Talk about the type of food
which would be good to serve them
with and how you might shape it

o While you child makes biscuits, cakes,
sausage rolls, pizza etc. chat about
what they are making.

o Encourage different techniques such
as rolling, pressing cutters, pinching
and scoring

o Arrange the food on nice plates and
welcome your guest/s

What you need
Playdough (bought or made®)
Rolling pin, cutters, board, pastry tools or
table knife and a pencil
Plates, platter, cake stand or similar
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Extension

Count the different foods

Challenge your child to cater for contrasting
guests, e.g. a rabbit and a human

Hold your tea party — you could even have a
virtual one using Skype (or similar) with
distant friends or family members

Questions to ask

What are you making? What flavour is it?
How can you make a really smooth/thin/
biscuit?

How can we put a pattern on your pie top?
How may cherries are there on the top of
the cake?

What shape are your biscuits?

* https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/playdough-recipe
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Activity 3 — Larger scale building

Build a living room den

What to do
o Set up the challenge.

o Collect building materials from rownd

the home, thinking about what will

wiork well and encouraging your child

to share their ideas.

o Test different solutions, again
encouraging your child to discover
wihat works and what dossn't.

o Give open ended prompts to support
them and kesp their perseverance
strong, e.g. ‘Hmm that hiankst keeps
sligping. How could we stop that

What you need
Household items for building the structura
and then draping owver, e g. dining room
chairs, small tabdes, old fashioned clathes
horse, sofo cushions, hiankets, shests,
cushions, safe objects to weigh down the
hlanket (books wark walll, pegs

AR

happening?'.
o Enjoy the den by bringing in toys, T m———
torches, books and cushions. [.x I/'/H;_ ____—:H::I
--__']L‘-a._ - .if——’ —
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Extension Questions to ask
Try making a den outside. What could we use to make a den?

fake a den for a story character.
hake the den darker for spocky stories
or add safe fairy lights.

How tall will it need to ba?

Hiow many people need to fit inside?
How can we keep the walls standing?
What could be the roof?

How can we keep the blanket in place?
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Activity 4 — Junk modelling

Make a spaceship from recycled materials

What to do

o Set up the construction materials.

o Explain the task clearly. They will
build a spaceship using the materials
collected — look at and handle them.
Discuss which parts of the rocket
could be made with different
materials

o Talk about ways to fix the parts
together, without instructing, e.g.
masking tape will hold parts
together for a while but sticks
straightaway, glue takes a while to
dry but holds longer

o Give plenty of time for
experimenting. The process is more
important than the finished product.

What you need
Any clean packaging — cereal boxes, tubes,
plastic drinks bottles, cartons, pizza boxes,
egg boxes, takeaway containers

Fixing materials — sticky tape, masking tape,

PVA glue, elastic bands

Decorative elements: foil, ready mix paints,

card, paper
Scissors, felt pens,

Extension

Set a challenge —e.g. can you create a
rocket that will deflect rocks? Can you
make a rocket that a family can live in?
Take the rocket on its first mission,
launching it with a countdown from ten.
Write labels for the different parts of the
craft.

Questions to ask

Tell me about your rocket. What does each
part do?

Where is your rocket going to go?

What makes your rocket strong?

How did you fix the materials together?
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